
DURATION: 14:27 

 

HEADLINE: VNR/EPK de GRISOGONO ACQUIRES THE CONSTELLATION, 

THE WORLD’S MOST EXPENSIVE ROUGH DIAMOND 

 

BIENNALE DES ANTIQUAIRES, PARIS, 09 SEPTEMBER 2016 

 

 

NEWS EDIT 

Duration: 03:20 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF EXTERIOR OF PARIS & GRAND PALAIS 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF GRAND PALAIS INTERIOR AT de GRISOGONO PRESS 

CONFERENCE/WIDE + CLOSE-UP 

(English) JOHN LEITAO, CEO OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “We are here 

today at the ‘Biennale Des Antiquaires’ at the Grand Palais in Paris to make a 

very special announcement for de Grisogono in what we believe is a historic 

moment not only for the brand but very possibly for the industry.” 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF THE de GRISOGONO STAND/JEWELLERY 

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “Well 

today’s presentation is a historical moment for de Grisogono and I am very 

excited to be here today; we have some extremely amazing news to give to the 

press but we will leave it for later on.” 

SHOT OF GRAND PALAIS INTERIOR  

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “Good 

morning. I have not much to say except to tell you that today is an special day for 

de Grisogono; we’ve been able to have - so far, after so many centuries - the 

best diamond as a rough today, still; the most pure, and the most clean stone 

ever seen in the world. 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF FAWAZ GRUOSI UNVEILING THE CONSTELLATION 

STONE  

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “One, 

two, three!” 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF PRESS CONFERENCE AND CLOSE-UPS OF STONE 

SOUNDBITE (English): NICKOLAS POLAK, NEMESIS INTERNATIONAL 

DIRECTOR, SAYING: “This stone is just an incredible gift from Mother Nature; it 

is over 800-carats, its clarity is so perfect. And imagine it being birthed by the 

earth, given to all of us to see - and to be able to have something of this beauty in 

one place under one roof is really incredible for all of us here.” 

(English) JOHN LEITAO, CEO OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “Never has a 

renowned jeweller such as de Grisogono, renowned for its creativity, taken 

possession of such a historic stone. This has been made possible due to our 

partnership with Nemesis, a long-term partnership. Nemesis is one of the largest 

rough diamond traders in the world and one that sources diamonds on everyday 

basis from the best sources.” 



(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO “I saw The 

Constellation and I was totally thrilled, actually I even got scared because a lot of 

people asked me questions - “what are you going to do with this amazing 

diamond?” Honestly, I’ve kept talking to that stone for a couple of weeks, trying to 

get feedback from her - I call her ‘her’ because she’s my princess - just to know 

what kind of clothes she would like to receive. And so far I don’t have an answer.” 

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “We 

have to wait a few months to understand exactly how much we can cut the stone 

and I will just say it will definitely be, as Nicky just said, the biggest diamond ever 

seen of that exact quality.” 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF JEWELLERY IN de GRISOGONO STAND 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF INTERIOR OF GRAND PALAIS 

 

B-ROLL INTERVIEWS 

 

INTERVIEW FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO 

Duration: 01:06 

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “Well 

today is a historic moment for de Grisogono and I’m very excited to be here 

today, we have some extremely amazing news to give to the press but we will 

leave it for later on.” 

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “Well, 

you know, it is not science; it is a matter of talking to the stones, for example I 

have in my hand right now the 404, as you know, and I am constantly playing 

with it, looking at it, trying to talk to her until the right idea comes out so I think I 

still need a little bit more time to convince her to tell me the truth.” 

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “We 

were already at the Biennale in 2008 and since then it’s the first time we’ve come 

back here. I am very thrilled to be here and especially to disclose one of the most 

prestigious diamonds that has ever existed in the world, so later on I will be very 

excited to hear the comments of the press today.” 

 

INTERVIEW JOHN LEITAO, CEO OF de GRISOGONO 

Duration 00:28 

(English) JOHN LEITAO, CEO OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “We are here 

today at the ‘Biennale Des Antiquaires’ at the Grand Palais in Paris to make a 

very special announcement for de Grisogono in what we believe is a historic 

moment not only for the brand but very possibly for the industry.  

(English) JOHN LEITAO, CEO OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: For us this is a 

very important moment: it is the moment where de Grisogono takes another very 

important step in its history. We’re bringing a historic stone into what is a very 

creative brand, something that’s truly unique.” 

 

INTERVIEW NICKOLAS POLAK, NEMESIS INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 



Duration: 00:26 

(English) NICKOLAS POLAK, NEMESIS INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR, 

SAYING: “This stone is just an incredible gift from Mother Nature; it is over 800-

carats. Its clarity is so perfect. And imagine it being birthed by the Earth, given to 

all of us to see - and to be able to have something of this beauty in one place 

under one roof is really incredible for all of us here.” 

 

B-ROLL OF PRESS CONFERENCE  

Duration: 04:18 

SPEECH BY FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO 

(English) FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, SAYING: “I have 

not much to say except to tell you that today is an special day for de Grisogono 

we’ve been able to have so far, after so many centuries, the best diamond as a 

rough today, still; the most pure, and the most clean stone ever seen in the world. 

Its simply 813 carats as it is today as a rough and most probably we won’t know 

exactly what will come out – (to Nickolas Polak) do you have any...?” 

 

(English) NICKOLAS POLAK, NEMESIS INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR, 

SAYING: Hopefully from this incredible stone we will yield top colour and 

hopefully the largest flawless diamond ever produced and graded eventually by 

the Gemmological Institute of America.  

 

(English) SPEECH BY FAWAZ GRUOSI, FOUNDER OF de GRISOGONO, 

SAYING: Anyhow, we have to wait a few months to understand exactly how 

much we can cut the stone and I will just say it will be, definitely, as Nicky just 

said, the biggest diamond ever seen of that exact quality. I saw The Constellation 

and I was totally thrilled, actually I even got scared because as a lot of people 

asked be questions - "what are you going to do with this amazing diamond?” 

Honestly I have kept talking to the stone for a couple of weeks, trying to have 

feedback from her (I call her ‘her’ because she’s my princess) just to suggest to 

me what kind of clothes she would like to receive. And so far I don’t have any 

answers and actually last night I didn’t sleep because I was scared of you, 

because I don’t know what to tell you. Anyhow we still have another, I would say,  

five, six, seven months to make it happen and I am sure that from now until then I 

will be able to come out with something which, hopefully, no-one has seen in our 

industry. Because as you all now when you have a very important central stone 

its difficult to do something around it, you just want to just leave the queen alone 

without interference. And that is not in de Grisogono style. So my nightmare 

today is to make it simple but to make it so that when people see the object 

finished, it is in de Grisogono DNA. Now I am talking too much I guess. I will give 

back the word to – 

JOHN LEITAO: Actually I think you should introduce your princess to everyone. 

FAWAZ GRUOSI: Shall I do it now? 

JOHN LEITAO: You should do it now. 



FAWAZ GRUOSI: Ok...One, two, three! (FAWAZ and MODEL unveil the stone) 

 

SHOT OF THE UNVEILING OF STONE BY FAWAZ AND MODEL 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF FAWAZ GRUOSI NEXT TO THE STONE/BEING SHOT 

BY PHOTOGRAPHER/ MODEL 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF THE STONE AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE 

SHOT OF GRAND PALAIS INTERIOR 

 

B-ROLL OF de GRISOGONO STAND 

Duration: 00:44 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF THE de GRISOGONO STAND EXTERIOR / THE de 

GRISOGONO LOGO 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF THE de GRISOGONO STAND INTERIOR/ JEWELS/ 

BEAUTIES/ COCKTAILS 

 

REVEAL FILM OF THE CONSTELLATION STONE 

Duration: 02:28 

FULL REVEAL FILM OF THE CONSTELLATION STONE 1min10sec 

360° FILM OF CONSTELLATION STONE 

 

GENERAL VIEWS OF GRAND PALAIS INTERIORS & EXTERIORS 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF EXTERIORS OF GRAND PALAIS/BIENNALE 

VARIOUS SHOTS OF INT OF GRAND PALAIS/BIENNALE 

 

GENERAL VIEWS OF PARIS  

Duration: 00:55 

VARIOUS BEAUTY SHOTS OF PONT ALEXANDRE III/EIFFEL 

TOWER/CHAMPS ELYSEES/ARC TRIOMPHE + CONCORDE + PLACE 

VANDOME 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
[ 9  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6 ]  –  B i e n n a l e  d e s  A n t i q u a i r e s ,  P a r i s  
E m b a r g o  u n t i l  9  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6  –  1 0 . 3 0 A M  
 
 

 

DE GRISOGONO ACQUIRES THE CONSTELLATION,  

THE WORLD’S  MOST EXPENSIVE  ROUGH D IAMOND  

 
 

T o  m a r k  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  2 8 t h  B i e n n a l e  d e s  A n t i q u a i r e s ,  d e  G r i s o g o n o  
i s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  T h e  C o n s t e l l a t i o n ,  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  
m o s t  e x p e n s i v e  r o u g h  d i a m o n d ,  a t  a  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  i n  t h e  G r a n d  
P a l a i s  t o d a y .  T h e  p u r c h a s e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g  m o m e n t  f o r  t h e  
c o m p a n y  i n  i t s  j o u r n e y  t o  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l e a d i n g  h i g h  
j e w e l l e r y  a n d  w a t c h  b r a n d s .    
 
M e a s u r i n g  o v e r  s i x  c e n t i m e t r e s  w i d e ,  T h e  C o n s t e l l a t i o n  w e i g h s  8 1 3 - c a r a t s  
a n d  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  C a n a d i a n  c o m p a n y ,  L u c a r a  D i a m o n d ,  a t  i t s  K a r o w e  
m i n e  i n  B o t s w a n a  i n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 5 .  T h e  g e m  w a s  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  U S D 6 3  
m i l l i o n  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  f o l l o w i n g  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  b i d d i n g  p r o c e s s .  
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
T h e  C o n s t e l l a t i o n  n a t u r a l l y  b o a s t s  t h e  c o l o u r ,  c l a r i t y  a n d  c a r a t  w e i g h t i n g  
o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t o n e .   I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  
t h e  c u t t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  d u e  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  2 0 1 7 ,  m a y  
u n v e i l  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l a r g e s t  c e r t i f i e d  f l a w l e s s  d i a m o n d .  
 
S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p u r c h a s e ,  F o u n d e r  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  d e  
G r i s o g o n o ,  F a w a z  G r u o s i  s a i d :  
 

“ I  a m  t h r i l l e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  w o r k  w i t h  s u c h  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  
a n d  i m p o r t a n t  d i a m o n d  a s  T h e  C o n s t e l l a t i o n .  A s  a  j e w e l l e r  I  a m  
c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  I  h a v e  t o  t h e  s t o n e  
a n d  t o  t h e  t e a m  w h o  h a v e  w o r k e d  s o  h a r d  t o  s e c u r e  i t .   T o  b e  a b l e  
t o  b r i n g  m y  c r e a t i v e  s k i l l s  t o  t h e  c u t t i n g  a n d  s e t t i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  s u c h  
a  s t o n e  i s  b o t h  a n  h o n o u r  a n d  a  p r i v i l e g e  a n d  I  c a n n o t  w a i t  t o  
r e a l i s e  m y  v i s i o n  f o r  i t . ”   

 
D e  G r i s o g o n o ’ s  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  N e m e s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  
c o m p a n y  t o  m a r k e t  t h e i r  b e s t  s t o n e s ,  r e f l e c t s  i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  f i n d  
u n i q u e  g e m s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  e x c e p t i o n a l  a n d  
e x c l u s i v e  p i e c e s  o f  a r t  f o r  i t s  c l i e n t s .  I t  e n a b l e s  d e  G r i s o g o n o  t o  a c c e s s  
t h e  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  r o u g h  d i a m o n d s ,  m a n a g e  t h e  e n t i r e  c u t t i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  
b r i n g  t h e  v e r y  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  s t o n e s  t o  i t s  c l i e n t s ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i v e  d e  G r i s o g o n o  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .    
 
S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  p u r c h a s e  m e a n s  f o r  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  J o h n  L e i t a o ,  
C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  o f  d e  G r i s o g o n o ,  s a i d :  
 

“ B y  p u r c h a s i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  T h e  C o n s t e l l a t i o n ,  d e  G r i s o g o n o  h a s  
s h o w n  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  b r i n g i n g  t h e  m o s t  u n i q u e  s t o n e s  f r o m  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  t o  o u r  c l i e n t s  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  a n d  e x c l u s i v e  p i e c e s .   
W e  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  m a r k e t  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  
p e o p l e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c h e r i s h  a n d  v a l u e  t h o s e  o b j e c t s  w h i c h  a r e  
t r u l y  u n i q u e  a n d  s p e c i a l ,  s u c h  a s  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p i e c e  o f  
h i s t o r y .    
 
“ O u r  p o s i t i o n  t o d a y  h a s  b e e n  e n a b l e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  v i s i o n  a n d  
c r e a t i v e  f l a i r  o f  F a w a z  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  2 5  y e a r s ,  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  
t e a m  a n d  o u r  c l i e n t s  a n d ,  m o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  b y  o u r  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  
p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  N e m e s i s . ”  
 

  



T h e  C o n s t e l l a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s e c o n d  m a j o r  r i g h t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  t h i s  
y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  p u r c h a s e  i n  M a y  o f  a  4 0 4 - c a r a t  r o u g h  d i a m o n d ,  a l s o  f r o m  
N e m e s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  
 
S p e a k i n g  f u r t h e r  a b o u t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  N e m e s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  
N i c k o l a s  P o l a k  s a i d :  
 

“ T h i s  d e a l  r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  s t o n e  a n d  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  e n d u r i n g  v a l u e  o f  h i s t o r i c  d i a m o n d s .   I t  a l s o  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  h o w ,  a s  a  c o m p a n y ,  w e  c a n  h e l p  m i n e  o p e r a t o r s  s e l l  
t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  s t o n e s  t o  e x p e r t  d e s i g n e r s  a n d  c r e a t i v e  
g e n i u s e s  l i k e  F a w a z  G r u o s i ,  w h o s e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i e n t  b a s e  
d e m a n d s  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  a n d  m o s t  e x c l u s i v e  g e m s . ”    

 

 
  



F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  
 
d e  G r i s o g o n o  H Q :   
G a ë l l e  B o r g e a u d  + 4 1  7 9  8 2 2  6 8  3 2  g a e l l e . b o r g e a u d @ d e g r i s o g o n o . c o m  

 
 
A B O U T  d e  G R I S O G O N O  

 

I n  1 9 9 3 ,  F a w a z  G r u o s i  f o u n d e d  d e  G R I S O G O N O .  D r i v e n  b y  a  p e r p e t u a l  
q u e s t  f o r  b e a u t y  a n d  e x c e l l e n c e ,  t h i s  n a t u r a l  b o r n  c r e a t i v e  a n d  m a n  o f  
i m p e c c a b l e  t a s t e  s h a p e s  d a r i n g  i d e a s  w i t h  i m m e n s e  t a l e n t .  C r e a t i v e  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  M a i s o n ,  F a w a z  G r u o s i  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  e x p l o r i n g  
u n u s u a l  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  e x c e p t i o n a l  s t o n e s .  2 3  y e a r s  a f t e r  p r o p e l l i n g  t h e  
b l a c k  d i a m o n d  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  j e w e l l e r y  s c e n e ,  F a w a z  
G r u o s i  i s  t o d a y  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n n o v a t i v e  c r e a t i v e  f o r c e s  o f  
h i s  g e n e r a t i o n .  H i s  b o l d ,  i c o n i c  d e s i g n s  h a v e  e n a b l e d  d e  G R I S O G O N O  t o  
c a r v e  o u t  a  p l a c e  f o r  i t s e l f  a m o n g s t  t h e  m o s t  p r e s t i g i o u s  n a m e s  i n  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  l u x u r y .  
U n d e r  F a w a z  G r u o s i ’ s  g u i d a n c e ,  d e  G R I S O G O N O  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  s e l f -
a s s u r e d  a n d  i n s t a n t l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  w a t c h  
a n d  j e w e l l e r y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  a n d  u n i q u e  h i g h  j e w e l l e r y  p i e c e s .  E a c h  o f  t h e s e  
c r e a t i o n s  i s  u n i q u e ,  w h i l e  b e a r i n g  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  s i g n a t u r e s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  M a i s o n .  O v e r  t i m e ,  i t s  c o l l e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e c o m e  i c o n s  a n d  
s o u r c e s  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  o w n  r i g h t .  A n  a r t ,  w h i c h  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a s t o u n d i n g l y  s i m p l e ,  y e t  r e q u i r e s  i n c r e d i b l e  s k i l l  t o  m a s t e r .  
 
w w w . d e g r i s o g o n o . c o m  
 

 

A B O U T  N E M E S I S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

 

N E M E S I S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  i s  a  r o u g h  d i a m o n d  t r a d i n g  c o m p a n y  b a s e d  a t  
t h e  D u b a i  M u l t i  C o m m o d i t i e s  C e n t e r  ( D M C C ) ,  w h o s e  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  
c l i e n t s  w i t h  a  s t e a d y  a n d  a d e q u a t e l y  p r i c e d  s o u r c e  o f  d i a m o n d s .  
N E M E S I S ’  t e a m  h a s  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  y e a r s  o f  a c c u m u l a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  r u n  o f  m i n e  p r o j e c t s ;  o f  b u y i n g  a n d  t r a d i n g  i n  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i a m o n d  m a r k e t s ;  a n d  o f  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  l a r g e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
p r o j e c t s ,  t o  d e v e l o p  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n  d e p t h  d i a m o n d  p r i c i n g  s y s t e m s  e v e r  
p r o d u c e d  f o r  t h e  d i a m o n d  i n d u s t r y ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e  b e s t  v a l u e  p r o p o s a l  t o  i t s  
c u s t o m e r s .  
 

h t t p : / / w w w . n e m e s i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o m  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


